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News You Can Use

No one stays in a state of fear of being
burgled, robbed, etc., but we can try to use
common sense for prevention. Some of the
following things may be useful — some over
the top.

We are not in a high crime neighborhood,
fortunately, but things will happen.

Common sense is the key. Don’t make
things easy for those who might be thieves.

THIRTEEN THINGS YOUR BURGLAR WON'T
TELL YOU

1. Of course | look familiar. | was here just last week
cleaning your carpets, painting your shutters, or
delivering your new refrigerator.

2. Hey, thanks for letting me use the bathroom when
| was working in your yard last week. While | was in
there, | unlatched the back window to make my
return a little easier.

3. Love those flowers. That tells me you have taste...

and taste means there are nice things inside. Those
yard toys your kids leave out always make me
wonder what type of gaming system they have.

4. Yes, | really do look for newspapers piled up on
the driveway. And | might leave a pizza flyer in your
front door to see how long it takes you to remove it..

5. If it snows while you're out of town, get a neighbor
to create car and foot tracks into the house. Virgin
drifts in the driveway are a dead giveaway.

6. If decorative glass is part of your front entrance,
don't let your alarm company install the control pad
where | can see if it's set. That makes it too easy.

7. A good security company alarms the window over

|Visit Your website: caldwellcrossings.org

the sink. And the windows on the second floor, which
often access the master bedroom - and your jewelry.
It's not a bad idea to put motion detectors up there
too.

8. It's raining, you're fumbling with your umbrella, and
you forget to lock your door - understandable. But
understand this: | don't take a day off because of bad
weather.

9. | always knock first. If you answer, I'll ask for
directions somewhere or offer to clean your gutters.
(Don't take me up on it.)

10. Do you really think | won't look in your sock
drawer? | always check dresser drawers, the bedside
table, and the medicine cabinet.

11. Here's a helpful hint: | almost never go into kids'
rooms.

12. You're right: | won't have enough time to break
into that safe where you keep your valuables. But if it's
not bolted down, I'll take it with me.

13. Aloud TV or radio can be a better deterrent than
the best alarm system. If you're reluctant to leave your
TV on while you're out of town, you can buy a $35
device that works on a timer and simulates the
flickering glow of a real television.

8 MORE THINGS A BURGLAR WON'T TELL YOU:

1. Sometimes, | carry a clipboard. Sometimes, | dress
like a lawn guy and carry a rake. | do my best to
never, ever look like a crook.

2. The two things | hate most: loud dogs and nosy
neighbors.

(Continued on page 2)
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THIRTEEN THINGS YOUR BURGLAR WON'T TELL YOU

3. I'll break a window to get in, even if it makes a little noise. If your neighbor hears one loud sound, he'll
stop what he's doing and wait to hear it again... If he doesn't hear it again, he'll just go back to what he was
doing. It's human nature.

4. I'm not complaining, but why would you pay all that money for a fancy alarm system and leave your
house without setting it?

5. I love looking in your windows. I'm looking for signs that you're home, and for flat screen TVs or gaming
systems I'd like. I'll drive or walk through your neighborhood at night, before you close the blinds, just to
pick my targets.

6. Avoid announcing your vacation on your Facebook page. It's easier than you think to look up your
address.

7. To you, leaving that window open just a crack during the day is a way to let in a little fresh air. To me,
it's an invitation.

8. If you don't answer when | knock, I try the door. Occasionally, | hit the jackpot and walk right in

It is that time of year again - tax season! You will start getting
all types of tax related documents in the mail or electronically through e
-mail. So, how do you organize all this tax paperwork?

- CREATE A FILING SYSTEM
Create three folders for ease of filing your tax documents:
INCOME, DEDUCTIONS, RECEIPTS/RECORDS.

As you get documents in the mail, put them into these separate folders.

INCOME FOLDER.
Make a list of all your income. The most obvious form you will have in this folder is your W2. Many
people will have only one W2.

However, you will also get a W2 form for income from certain part-time jobs you held, including
substitute teaching. Income besides these wages will be reported on a 1099. Companies are required to
send out a 1099 if the earnings were over $600, including freelance writing or other contracting jobs. If
you self-employed, there are tax documents that will be included in this folder.

Track and list all your investments. Income also includes dividends and

interest income and you should receive a 1099-DIV or 1099-INT for this

income.
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DEDUCTIONS FOLDER.

Make a list of all your donations. All charitable donations are tax deductible. Keep the receipts in the

folder titled, RECEIPTS/RECORDS
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computer Corney

C omputing With A Personal Touch 205- 937-3472 offering in house one on one
instruction on the use of software, installation and trouble shooting, home networking, Steve Goldman
CWAPT@att.net

Wi-Fi Security

Some Steps to Taking Care of Your Laptop.

More and more of us are forsaking the trusty old desktop for the more portable, fully functional laptops. In
our zeal to move to the laptop there are some steps that we should take to ensure that our new best friend
stays healthy. Here are a few things you can do:

1. If you are planning on running your Laptop moon AC power for a while, remove the battery and work
without it. This avoids unnecessary heat within your laptop.

2. Don't eat, especially don't drink, anything near the laptop. Spilling liquids onto your keyboard can short
out the motherboard which pretty much kills your laptop. A hew motherboard may cost almost as much as a
new laptop.

3. If you use your laptop more often than not at your desk, consider plugging in a full size monitor. Most
external monitors used with a laptop connect via a 15-pin connection, also known as VGA. To use this,
users simply need to plug the monitor cable into the VGA port and switch the laptop's display mode to
external--most laptops do this using the "Fn" key and an "F" function key.

4. Clean the keyboard. Shut down the laptop. Keep the laptop open, turn the laptop upside down and very
gently tap on the back of the laptop until all the crumbs, paper pieces and so on fall out. Use a can of
compressed to blow out whatever is still stuck.

5. Clean the screen. Use a dry, microfiber cloth which you can buy at a computer store or photo store. Wipe
in circular motion but do it very gently. If you have to make your own cleaning solution by mixing distilled
water and white vinegar. Use a 50/50 solution. Pour this into a spray bottle. Be certain to turn the laptop off.
Spray the mixture onto the microfiber cloth and not onto the monitor. Wipe and then wait about 10 minutes

A word from a Neighbor

I am a resident of Caldwell Crossings and wanted to make you aware of thefts in the
neighborhood. Just yesterday, a vehicle pulled up in front of my home, driver hopped out,
walked into my garage and stole several items out of my vehicle, all while | was at home in
the middle of the day! My vehicle was in the garage but the garage was open. When | heard him | ran out and he took
off so | followed him and snapped some photos and got his tag number which looks to be bogus (Dealer tag). Anyway,
he got away from me down Caldwell mill and nothing else has come of it. He was driving a white Dodge Dakota 4
door truck.

Anyway, didn't know if there was a way to warn neighbors to lock their cars and keep garage closed even when
home. These folks are brave and crazy!
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